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Not in my backyard -- that's the refrain commonly invoked by property owners who oppose

unwanted development. Such words assume a special ferocity when the development in question is

public housing. Lisa Belkin penetrates the prejudices, myths, and heated emotions stirred by the

most recent trend in public housing as she re-creates a landmark case in riveting detail, showing

how a proposal to build scattered-site public housing in middle-class neighborhoods nearly

destroyed an entire city and forever changed the lives of many of its citizens.-- Public housing

projects are being torn down throughout the United States. What will take their place? Show Me a

Hero explores the answer.-- An important and compelling work of narrative nonfiction in the tradition

of J. Anthony Lukas's Common Ground.-- A sweeping yet intimate group portrait that assesses the

effects of public policy on individual human lives.
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A well done look at the diversifying of America. Lisa Belkin, a NY Times reporter, gives us this look

at the city of Yonkers, NY and the ramifications of a Federal Court Justice requiring said city to

provide public housing on it's East Side, the good side of the tracks.Belkin has taken the events in a

chronological order from many different views: Nicholas Wasiscko, voted in as the youngest mayor

of any major U.S. city; Judge Sand, the Federal Court Justice; Mary Dorman, a citizen from the East

Side who joined in with the protestors; Alma Febles, a single mother with young children from the

West Side; and Norma O'Neal, a health care provider from the West Side who's eyesight was



deteriorating at a rapid rate are some of the main characters in this unfolding crisis.The United

States Justice Department filed suit against the city of Yonkers and was soon joined by the Yonkers

Branch of the N.A.A.C.P. in claiming that the city had systematically kept the Black citizens down by

continuing to provide Public Housing on the West Side of the city only. They claimed this created a

ghetto environment that led to a lack of advancement of the population. When Judge Sand issued

his 163 page opinion, it quickly became a hot topic within the city residents and the upcoming

Mayoral and Council race debates.Nicholas Wasiscko, who had wanted to be the mayor of Yonkers

since his early teens, saw this as a means of separating his views from his opponents and declared

he would not follow the decision if elected. The election was a very close one, but he won. As he

began overseeing new city council meetings, large throngs of citizens began appearing and

protesting the ruling.
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